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Opening Hymn                                                                   

221 | Blessed Jesus, at Your Word 
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Invocation and Greeting 

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation: Amen. 

Confession of Sins 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve 
him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his 
wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead 
for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In 
countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be 
called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy 
on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and 
take away my guilt. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. 
You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to 
his will. 

C: Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Almighty God, you exalted your Son to the place of all honor and authority. 
Enlighten our minds by your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we 
may be led into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

Colossians 1:15–23 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by 

him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by 
him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And 
he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from 
among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God 
was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 
through his blood, shed on the cross. 

Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds 
because of your evil behavior. But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s 
physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish 
and free from accusation— if you continue in your faith, established and firm, 
not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you 
heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of 
which I, Paul, have become a servant. 
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John 6:16–24 

When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, where they got 

into a boat and set off across the lake for Capernaum. By now it was dark, and 
Jesus had not yet joined them. A strong wind was blowing and the waters grew 
rough. When they had rowed three or three and a half miles, they saw Jesus 
approaching the boat, walking on the water; and they were terrified. But he said 
to them, “It is I; don’t be afraid.” Then they were willing to take him into the 
boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore where they were heading. 

The next day the crowd that had stayed on the opposite shore of the lake 
realized that only one boat had been there, and that Jesus had not entered it 
with his disciples, but that they had gone away alone. Then some boats from 
Tiberias landed near the place where the people had eaten the bread after the 
Lord had given thanks. Once the crowd realized that neither Jesus nor his 
disciples were there, they got into the boats and went to Capernaum in search of 
Jesus. 

Hymn 

379 | Amazing Grace—How Sweet the Sound 
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Sermon 

Daniel 6:6-9, 13-21 
The Real King Shows Up 

So the administrators and the satraps went as a group to the king and said: 

“O King Darius, live forever! The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers 
and governors have all agreed that the king should issue an edict and enforce 
the decree that anyone who prays to any god or man during the next thirty days, 
except to you, O king, shall be thrown into the lions’ den. Now, O king, issue the 
decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be altered—in accordance with the 
laws of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.” So King Darius put 
the decree in writing. . . . 

Then they said to the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays 
no attention to you, O king, or to the decree you put in writing. He still prays 
three times a day.” When the king heard this, he was greatly distressed; he was 
determined to rescue Daniel and made every effort until sundown to save him. 

Then the men went as a group to the king and said to him, “Remember, O 
king, that according to the law of the Medes and Persians no decree or edict that 
the king issues can be changed.” 

So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the 
lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, 
rescue you!” 

A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king 
sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that 
Daniel’s situation might not be changed. Then the king returned to his palace 
and spent the night without eating and without any entertainment being 
brought to him. And he could not sleep. 

At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. When 
he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant 
of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue 
you from the lions?” 

Daniel answered, “O king, live forever! My God sent his angel, and he shut 
the mouths of the lions.” 
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Confession of Faith   

Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
   born of the virgin Mary,  
   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended into hell.  
 The third day he rose again from the dead.  
 He ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Spoken by the Minister 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen. 
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Closing Prayer and Benediction 

M:  Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to 
believe and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure 
hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and 
comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve 

the Lord with gladness.   
 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 

Closing Hymn 

462 | Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways 
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Announcements 
 
Please watch our website or Facebook page for up-to-date information. 

Our website is: www.GoodShepherds.net. You will find a link to our 
Facebook page on the front page of our website.  

Email Communication — We have added all the email addresses we have to 
our FlockNotes email list. If you did not receive this email last week and 
would like to receive it moving forward, please contact the Church office. 
Contact information for the office is on the first page of this bulletin. 

Receiving Communion — To receive the Lord’s Supper, we would ask you to 
make an appointment through the Church office. Right now we are offering 
Communion on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1:00p.m.—3:00 p.m. and 
6:00 p.m.—7:30 p.m. You must make an appointment so that we can 
manage the number of people in the building at one time and stay in 
compliance with the law. We will accommodate individuals or groups. If 
you do not mind being grouped with others, please let us know when you 
make your appointment. If you prefer to be alone, we understand that as 
well. We also have individually sealed wafers and grape juice (they do not 
make the packets with wine) that will be available for those who want to 
limit contact with others.  

Church Calendar — As you might expect, the Church calendar is empty. There 
are no public services, Bible classes, or meetings scheduled.  

Offerings — You can mail your offerings to the Church, bring an offering with 
you to your Communion appointment, or give online. To give online, go to 
the “Church” tab on the top of the page on our website. The last item on 
that list is “Give a gift.”  
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